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zations and individuals in the State. Two meet-

ings have been held with interested timberland

owners and operators which resulted in the forma-

tion of a special committee, representing both the

Upper and Lower Peninsula, for the consideration

of matters of mutual interest. At the suggestion

of this committee the School has undertaken to dis-

tribute at occasional intervals mimeographed news

notes giving the preliminary results of studies

under way and other items of current interest.

Cooperation on specific projects has been ar-

ranged with the State Department of Conserva-

tion and with the Lakes States Forest Experiment

Station.

Plans for the future contemplate further

strengthening of the Faculty, improvement of the

curriculum, expansion

of the work in "conserv-

ation," increased emph-

asis on research, and de-

velopment of extension

activities. Many of

these things, of course,

tie together, and most

of them demand addi-

tional resources.

ONE of the most in-

teresting and im-

portant tasks which the

School has undertaken

is the revision of the

curriculum. With the

constantly broadening

scope o f forestry and

the growing opportunity

for specialization, it has

become increasingly ^^^^^

clear that the standard-

ized course of study which sufficed for an

earlier generation must be made more flexible.

Plans are accordingly being worked out by which

a minimum amount of work in certain fundamental

subjects will be required of everyone receiving a

degree in forestry, while at the same time consider-

able freedom of election will be allowed. While

assuring a sound basic training for everyone, this

will also permit those who really know what they

want to do after graduation to prepare themselves

more effectively and without loss of time for their

chosen field.

This does not imply that anything approaching

specialization will be possible in a four or even a

five-year course. Work leading to a doctor's degree

is essential for real specialization, and will be

encouraged for those with special interest and

ability. For the average man who desires to go

into administrative work rather than into teaching

or research, it is hoped that the five-year curriculum

leading to the degree of master of forestry will grad-

ually become the standard.

Expansion of the work in "conservation" con-

President Roosevelt on Forestry

AND now, first and foremost, you can never

afford to forget for one moment wsat is the

object of our forest policy. That object is not to

preserve the forests because they are beautifuL

though that is good in itself, nor because they are

refuges for the wild creatures of the wilderness,

though that, too, is good in itself; but the primary

object of our forest policy, as of the land policy of

the United States, is the making of prosperous homes.

It is part of the traditional policy of home-making

of our country. Every other consideration comes as

secondary. The whole effort of the Government in

dealing with the forests must be directed to this end,

keeping in view the fact that it is not only necessary

to start the homes as prosperous, but to keep them so.

That is why the forests have got to be kept. You

can start a prosperous home by destroying the forests,

but you cannot keep it prosperous that way.":â€”From

an address 6j/ President Roosevelt to a mooting of

the Society of American Foresters in 1903.

stitutes an urgent need which will be met just as

rapidly as resources are available. This is not only

an extensive but a nearly virgin field. The manage

merit of game (both mammals and birds), the pro-

duction of fur-bearing animals (both wild and ii

farms), fish culture, recreation in relation to othe-

forest uses, and the influence of forests on the water

supply are some of its more obvious phases. Full

development of these will lead to many problem*

in the field of natural science, as in pathology and

genetics, and also, because of the human relation

ships involved, in the fields of economics and SOUL

science. When the forests are looked at in their

true light as producers not only of wood, but of

many other indispensable resources all of which arc

interrelated, then management becomes doubly fas

cinating as well as donb-

ly difficult.

'AND in hand with

instruction in these

various branches of for

estry must go a nerer-

ending search for infor

mation. One of the

major functions of the

School is to add to our

comparatively meager

store of knowledge as to

how to increase the out-

put, improve the quality,

and make more efficient

the utilization of forest

products of all kinds.

Research is an activity

in which every teacher

should participate both

^^^ â€ž_, . because of its mental

stimulus and broaden

ing influence and to supply him with new and

better tools for use in his profession. With

adequate support, which might well take the form

of special endowments, there is every opportunity

for the University of Michigan to become an out-

standing center of forest research.

Still another plan of the School is to extend its

instructional activities beyond the University's

walls. Forestry is a matter which so intimately

affects the welfare of every citizen of the State and

which is so dependent for its progress on public

understanding and support, that an educational

program which confines itself to the training of pro-

fessional foresters is clearly incomplete. An effort

will therefore be made to impart some of the more

essential information concerning forestry to the

general public and more particularly to the school

children of the State, not as isolated facts but as

an integral part of their regular studies. With the

assured cooperation of the public school authorities

and other interested agencies, I am confident that

in the long run this will prove to be a service of

exceptional value.
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