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THE MICHIGAN ALUMNUS

of the University of Michigan, that of Charles B.

de Nancrede has a most honorable place. In speak-

ing of the great and devoted surgeons in this school

I can not omit the name of Cyrenus G. Darling,

who at lirst as Doctor de Nancrede's assistant and

later as his immediate successor, honored his chief

and himself in a splendid way. I am sure that I

am not making an over-statement when I say that

the love and admiration for him awakened by

Doctor Darling in his students and professional col-

leagues throughout the State did much to cement

and strengthen the bond of mutual helpfulness be-

tween the school and the profession of the State

established by Moses Gunn in 1850.

FROM 1891 to 1908 George Dock served as profes-

sor of the theory and practice of medicine, and

I am sure that in this capacity he had but few

equals and no superiors. He lived in the laboratory

and in the wards of the hospital. His original con-

tributions to scientific medicine won recognition

throughout the world. As a teacher he initiated

his students in scientific investigations and demon-

strated the value of research work in the treatment

of disease. When Doctor Dock left us the late

Doctor A. W. Hewlett came and filled the chair

most acceptably for eight years.

When Doctor Carrow resigned in 1904, the

chair of opththalmology was divided into one of

ophthalmology and one of otolaryngology, with

Doctors Walter R. Parker and R. Bishop Canfield

as their respective occupants. Both have demon-

strated their fitness by their scientific contributions

and their operative skill.

In 1890 Doctor William F. Breakey became

lecturer and later professor of dermatology and

syphilology and did excellent work with the limited

material at his command. When he resigned in

1912, Doctor Udo Wile took up instruction in these

branches and has built up a most satisfactory clinic

besides making valuable scientific contributions.

When Doctor William J. Herdman died (1906)

his chair was split into psychiatry and neurology

and these have since been occupied by Doctors Al-

bert B. Barrett and Carl Camp, both of whom have

fully justified their selection.

Doctor David M. Cowie has developed the de-

partment of pediatrics and has won recognition by

his scientific contributions.

The medical Faculty of the nineties was in my

opinion unsurpassed in any medical school in this

country or abroad. When in 1893 the Johns Hop-

kins Medical School opened its door and presented

its faculty par excellence of eig'ht full professors,

four of them, Hurd, Howell, Abel, and Mall, held

diplomas from the University of Michigan, and two

of them, Abel and Howell, had been taken directly

from the Michigan Faculty. In a recent Johns

Hopkins publication, in which pretty nearly all ad-

vances in medicine during the past thirty years are

attributed to its Faculty, I find no mention of the

fact just stated. The Michigan Faculty of this time

was what might be called a full time Faculty on

less than half time pay. No pecuniary inducement

could tempt either the professor of surgery or the

professor of medicine to neglect the instruction of

his students or the care of his patients. In recent

years much has been said about full time professors

in medical schools. In fact the full time professor

is a myth, and it is fortunate that this is true, be-

cause if he existed he would be worthless. A pro

fessor in medicine or in any other branch of science

must have some diversity in his interests. He must

see his subject from various angles, and especially

is this true of one whose students are being trained

to live and work under the diverse and com-

plex conditions which attend the practice of

medicine.

Students and Faculty Study Methods of Instruction

The Second Section of a Report of a Conference Committee Composed of Faculty Members and Students

On the Grading System and Types

of Examination

I THE committee recommends that the present system

of grading by letters from A to E be continued.

â€¢ From all the evidence considered, it appears thnt

no other system would better meet the needs of the Uni-

versity nor is any other system in such general use in

other institutions. Added argument for the retention of

the present system rests on the use of letter grades as a

basis for

(a) The "points'" system, relating to requirements for

graduation ;

(b) Award of academic honors, including Phi Beta

Kappa;

(c) Eligibility for student activities.

The committee is convinced that the alleged faults of

the present system are not inherent in the system itself

but are due rather to weakness in its administration. Stu-

dent complaints gathered as a .result of a personal canvass

by student members of the committee report this con-

clusion. Among the most common complaints are the fol-

lowing :

(a) Lack of equivalence of grades between depart-

ments, or between members of the same department:

(b) Carelessness in correcting papers;

(c) Grades affected by personal likes and dislikes;

(d) Interruption of examinations by frequent ex-

planations and comments from the instructor;

(e) Undue emphasis on the final examination in de-

termining the grade for the course. One midsemestcr hour

examination and three-hour final are judged insufficient

basis for an accurate grade:

(f) Percentage of A's, B's, etc., frequently determined

with undue rigidity.
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