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THE MICHIGAN ALUMNUS

A psychological laboratory, rooms to be used

for cooking and for lunch rooms, recitation rooms,

and offices for the members of the School of Educa-

tion faculty, occupy the balance of these four floors.

The building is modern and scientific in its arrange-

ment. A departure from ordinary school methods

is the absence of school desks. Each pupil has two

lockers, one for his gymnasium equipment, and one

for his books. The classrooms are equipped with

tables and chairs instead of with desks or regula-

tion school chairs. The present unit is the result

of an appropriation of $650,000 by the State Leg-

islature.

UNTIL the completion of the University High

School, students of the School of Education

obtained their practical teaching experience in ob-

serving the work of teachers in the Ann Arbor pub-

lic schools. Prospective teachers were graduated

who had not had the advantage of conducting

classes under the direction of a proficient teacher,

but were sent out into the profession with only

theories to work out. The practical phases of teach-

ing are now worked out through courses in the

School of Education and candidates for the teach-

er's certificate are required to devote one hour a

day for a period of at least eight weeks of observa-

tion in class participation and directed teaching in

the subject in which they are specializing. About

two hundred education students are doing this

work each semester. They are enabled to teach five

or six times, and they are graded by a critic teacher

on their efforts. Once each week these students

meet to discuss problems which inevitably arise.

At this meeting assigned reports on various phases

of their teaching experience are handed in by the

students. The primary purpose of the University

High School is to correlate the theory learned in

class with directed teaching.

Another object of the University High School

is to demonstrate to teachers and officials both in

the School of Education and in the field, the best

educational theory for pupils of high school age.

Superintendents, principals, and teachers come from

all parts of the country to observe the methods

used. The University High School also acts as an

educational laboratory for experimentation.

Theories, formulated in the minds of the profession,

are put into practice. Often they proved successful

and are continued; sometimes they are discovered

to be impractical. For instance, the teaching of

electro-mechanics to eighth grade boys, a new and

untried course for boys of that age, proved satisfac-

tory and is now a part of the curriculum. There

was also tried a beginning course in Latin for chil-

dren in the seventh grade, children of eleven and

twelve years of age, which was found to be too

intricate and difficult for them. Latin is now

started in the ninth grade.

Upon learning that the school is a laboratory

for the School of Education one might naturally

wonder whether the presence of a number of college

seniors is not a hindrance to the classes. "Practice

teaching" suggests the '.urning loose of an inexper

ienced teacher and allowing him to learn from hi?

mistakes. The idea is exaggerated, for while senior

students inevitably make mistakes they are also of

definite benefit to the classes. Professor Schorlin^

lists specific ways in which these college senior*

help to improve the efficiency of the high school. ID

the first place they search out the pupils needing

special attention more efficiently than a single

teacher can. They administer achievement tests in

order to determine what remedial treatment should

be given to special cases. They assist students who

have been absent to make up their work. Thus they

relieve the teacher of much time-consuming activity

and at the same time help to perfect the methods

of treatment of the individual pupil. These senior*

also plan series of lessons, collect supplementary

materials, and prepare make-up examinations. They

also grade papers and post results by progress

charts which show the advance made by each pupil.

When efficient enough they are permitted to teach

independently, thus allowing the critic teacher to

visit some of the demonstration lessons of his col-

leagues in other fields. They also serve as sub

stitute teachers when the regular teachers are ill

Furthermore, the classes are sometimes divided into

several groups in order to permit different projects

to be worked out, and the assistant teacher takes

charge of one of these groups. This breaking up

of a class into groups is frequently necessary, for

it is clearly impossible to keep twenty or thirty

pupils at the same task on account of their obvious

differences in ability. College seniors sometimes

furnish special knowledge of science, fine arts, etc..

for the most gifted teachers must at times find that

the variety of their work exceeds their preparation.

A further help which the college student gives to

the high school is, in Professor Schorling's opinion,

the giving of professional stimulus to those who

present demonstration lessons.

'TÂ»HE policy of the instructors in the High School

A is not to force answers from the students, bnt

to stimulate them to voice their opinions. To gain

the interest of the pupils is considered the first

requisite of successful teaching. In speaking of the

teaching of history in the junior high school, LaRo?

Albert Froh said: "We endeavor to introduce as

much of the play element as possible into the his

tory course, in order to keep the attention of the

pupils, and we strive for variety."

The only two languages offered in the high

school are Latin and French. The study of Latin

may be begun in the ninth grade and continued

through the twelfth. Oral Latin is emphasized and

much of the lesson material used is in dialogue

form, with special studies based on each reading.

Professor Carr, who heads the department and who

is an authority upon the teaching of the subject, has

adapted reading material and organized drills for

the first three semesters. So successful has this
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