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Seventy-Five Years Ago

1847 in a Student's Life. The Fourth Installment of Excerpts from the Diary of George Beck, '<

Tuesday, 5th.

Our recitations commenced today. I think the

studies of the present term are going to be very interesting.

They are French, Rhetoric, Experimental Physics & Guizol's

History of Civilization in Europe. The comet now visible pre-

sents a most splendid appearance. Its train is very bright &

spreading extending over about 30Â° of the firmament in length.

It appears in the N. W. for more than two hours after sunset

in the evening and in the N. E. some hours before sunrise in the

morning. It is a matter of much surprise to many how it can

set after the sun and rise before the sun.

Saturday, Nov. 6th.

Our class this morning took into consideration the

subject of Junior Exhibition. We decided to have two as

there were more who wished to speak than could be accommo-

dated in one evening. It was decided to have 30 speakers and

they were chosen by lot. I happened to be one of those upon

whom the lot fell. Last evening I moved a question for dis-

cussion in the Alpha Nu. It comes on in 3 weeks. It is Re-

solvedâ€”that the English Revolution of 1688 was justifiable.

I must try and find time to prepare to speak upon it.

Friday, 19th.

The first lecture of the season was delivered before the

Students Lecture Association on Wed eve By Dr John Tom,

Subject "Danteâ€”the revival of poetry." It was the first of a

course of six which he is to deliver on "The Great Historical

lights of the modern civilization." Lieut. M. F. Maury of the

National Observatory at Washington delivered a lecture this

evening upon the Atlantic Telegraph.

Friday, Dec. 3rd.

During the present week a trial of much interest

has been going on in court. Somewhat more than a year ago
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a citizen of this place returning from Detroit late one night

was shot just before reaching his house. He only lived after

he was found long enough to make a statement that the deed

was done by two men who robbed him of $500 which he had

about him. Last spring a house kept by an old woman and

two boys one of them her son, 17 & 18 years of age In and

about the house was found a great amount of property of almost

every description a large portion of which was identified as

belonging to persons in this city & neighborhood. The parties

have since been in jail except the old woman who escaped last

summer and has lately been retaken. She was found guilty on

two indictments for larceny & for receiving stolen goods and

to day was sentenced to solitary confinement at hard labor for

5 years for each offense. During this time circumstances have

been developed which led to the indictment of the two boys

for the murder of Holden and their trial is just concluded and

today they were sentenced to solitary confinement at hard labor

for life at the State Prison at Jackson.

Saturday, 4th.

Dr. Tappan sometimes gets off some very rich notes and

says some very fine things. I have thought that it would be

very pleasing to take note of some of them as they drop from

his lips and preserve them. On Saturday mornings the Junior

& Senior classes have rhetorical exercises before him and he

will frequently talk for half an hour upon some subject sug-

gested by the occasion. This morning one of the students spoke

upon tobacco upon which the Dr took occasion to give us his

views upon the subject. He asked for an expression by raising

the hand as to how many of those present used it in any form

and how many did not. It was remarked that some of the

tobacco users held up both hands. He replied that was to sig-

nify that they both chewed & smoked. He remarked that he

thought chewing was the worst form in which it was used and

that smoking was the most harmless. He gave us some of his

